
This collection of ten case studies addresses the issues 
surrounding the improvement of energy consumption 
and thermal comfort in modern buildings built between 
1928 and 1969 and offers valuable lessons for other 
structures facing similar issues. These buildings, inter-
national in scope and diverse in type, style, and size, 
range from the Shulman House, a small residence in 
Los Angeles, to the TD Bank Tower, a skyscraper complex 
in Toronto, and from the Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tion, a cultural venue in Lisbon, to the Van Nelle Factory 
in Rotterdam, now an office building. Showing ingenuity 
and sensitivity, the case studies consider improvements 
to such systems as heating, cooling, lighting, ventilation, 
and controls. They provide examples that demonstrate 
best practices in conservation and show ways to reduce 
carbon footprints, minimize impacts to historic materials 
and features, and introduce renewable energy sources, 
in compliance with energy codes and green-building 
rating systems. 

The Conserving Modern Heritage series, launched in 
2019, is written by architects, engineers, conservators, 
scholars, and allied professionals. The books in this 
series provide well-vetted case studies that address the 
challenges of conserving twentieth-century heritage. 
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The Conserving Modern Architecture Initiative (CMAI) is a comprehensive, 
long-term, and international program of the Getty Conservation Institute 
(GCI). The goal of the CMAI is to advance the practice of conserving 
twentieth-century heritage, with a focus on modern architecture, through 
research and investigation,the development of practical conservation 
solutions, and the creation and distribution of information through training 
programs and publications. The CMAI works with international and local 
partners, including professional and organizational networks focused on 
modern architecture conservation, to expand the existing knowledge base.
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Enhancing Original Features 
Geschwister-Scholl Grammar School
Lünen, Germany, 1962 
Oskar Spital-Frenking 

Shulman House and Studio
Los Angeles, 1950 
Ian Dickenson 

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation Complex
Lisbon, 1969 
Teresa Nunes da Ponte, Osório Tomás, Sónia Antunes, 
and Bruno Terra da Motta 
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Contents include
Introduction 
Managing Energy Use in Modern Buildings: Striking a Careful Balance 
Bernard Flaman and Chandler McCoy

Systems 
Toronto-Dominion Centre
Toronto, 1967–69 
Adrienne Cressman, Melissa Patterson, Michael McClelland, 
and Liisa Morley 

Hayward Gallery, Purcell Room, and 
Queen Elizabeth Hall at Southbank Centre
London, 1967 and 1968 
Ian Taylor, Richard Battye, and Mark Nutley 

Glazing 
Richards Medical Research Laboratories
Philadelphia, 1961 
Matthew S. Chalifoux and David N. Fixler 

Catalina American Baptist Church
Tucson, Arizona, 1961
J. Chris Evans 

Van Nelle Factory
Rotterdam, 1928–31 
Wessel de Jonge, Tom J. Haartsen, and Eric R. van den Ham 

Insulation and Air Barrier 
Boston University School of Law
Boston, 1964 
Henry Moss 

Workers Compensation Board of Manitoba
Winnipeg, Canada, 1961 
Travis Cooke, Glen Gross, Jason Kun, Markian Yereniuk, 
and John A. Wells

Getty Publications getty.edu/publications

https://www.getty.edu/publications

